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MISSISSIPPI STATE – Dr. Sharon Grace, an expert in Bobcat tick disease, is urging pet 
owners to practice e�ective tick control on cats after the emergence of a fatal feline 
disease in Mississippi and Tennessee.

Examinations of several domestic cats su�ering unexplained deaths in both states 
revealed cytauxzoonosis, a parasitic blood infection that is a “death sentence.”�   

“The key to protecting your cat is prevention because there is no cure for 
this disease,” said Dr. Grace, clinical professor and feline specialist. “Owners 
need to apply a topical product that will kill ticks that carry the pathogen.” 

Grace said the product must contain �pronil for tick control to be e�ective. People who 
also have dogs should practice tick control on those pets and examine themselves for 
ticks as well. The tick that carries the disease, the American dog tick, or Dermacentor 
variabilis, can hitchhike from dogs or humans to cats, even those that live inside.  

“This terrible disease is di�cult to diagnose and treat, fatal in most cats, and hard to 
observe in a patient dying of it,” Grace said. 

“Cats are notorious for hiding their symptoms because it is their feline nature to 
behave in this manner,” Dr. Mark Russak of Animal Health Center said. “They can look 
perfectly healthy but be gravely ill.”

Cats usually show symptoms within several days to two weeks of being bitten by a 
carrier tick. They become depressed and listless, and they refuse to eat and drink. 
They look jaundiced and have a paleness around their gums, nose and eye tissue. 
The most observable sign of the disease is an extreme fever as high as 108 degrees. 
The sick cat may radiate heat to the touch and loudly vocalize its constant pain. 

Even though the American dog tick is a carrier, dogs cannot contract the disease 
and neither can humans. There also is no threat to other animals such as cattle, 
horses, birds and wildlife. Infected cats cannot give the disease to other cats.  

“The tick has to pick up the pathogen from the bobcat, and the cat has to be bitten by 
the tick,” Grace said. “This is why tick control is so important for pet owners.”

potential cat disease increases tick concerns

meet duke and duchess:
Duke and Duchess were found 
abandoned in an apartment 
building.  Unfortunately they had 
been left alone for a long time in 
unsanitary and stressful conditions.  
The sta� at New Leash on Life 
worked patiently with the duo as 
they recovered from their traumatic 
experience.  We were thrilled when 
Duke and Duchess were adopted 
together by Peter and Linda Tilbe 
of Watertown.  This energetic pair 
now has 2 acres of space in which to 
play and they also eagerly wake up 
Linda at 4:30 AM each morning for 
their daily walk. 
 

meet fenwick...and sherman,  
daisy and emma!
Lorraine and Bill Adams are well 
acquainted with New Leash on Life, 
as they have previously adopted 3 
dogs, Emma, Sherman and Daisy, 
from our adoption center.  Emma 
was adopted 6 years ago, and 2 
years ago littermates Sherman and 
Daisy joined the family.  Lorraine 

is a frequent visitor to 
newleashonline.org 
and in April 2009 she 
saw a photo of Fenwick, 
a male St. Bernard 
mix, and decided to 
meet him to �nd out 
if he would be the 
perfect match for their 
family.  It was love at 
�rst sight!  Fenwick 
has joined the Adams’ 
family and enjoys 
naps on the couch 
and play time with his 
“siblings”.  Fenwick is 

about 5 months old now 
and is already well over 

50 pounds!  Lorraine and Bill named him after Fenwick Island, 
Delaware, their favorite vacation spot – because they knew he 
would grow to be as “big as an island”!  

Want to share your  
Happy "Tails"?  
You can submit your pet’s 
story on our website, 
newleashonline.org .

happy "tails"

Top, Fenwick relaxes at home.  
Above, Fenwick (middle) poses with his family

Linda Tilbe with Duchess and Duke. 
Photo by George Wallace.


